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The Easter Vigil is as sacred as the day of the Lord’s rest.  After creation, it has been 
called the “Second Sabbath.”  The day (Holy Saturday) is and should be the most 
calm and quiet day of the entire Church year, a day broken by no liturgical function.  
Our hearts overflow with joy, because this ideal way of keeping the vigil for Easter 
has again become possible for us.  By a decree of February 8, 1951 Pope Pius XII 
restored the ancient Easter Vigil service and ordained anew the rites for its 
celebration.  
 
- Service of Light 
It is during the night between Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday that the Easter Vigil 
is celebrated.  The altar, stripped of all adornment since Holy Thursday, is now 
covered with linens, but candles and lamps are lighted only after the blessing of the 
fire.  The fire is ignited.  Vested in white, the celebrant greets all who now stand in the 
shadows of the natural fire.  The symbol of light is the focus of this first part of the 
Easter Vigil liturgy.  The celebrant prays over the fire, saying: 
 

“O God, who through your Son bestowed upon the faithful the fire of your glory, 
sanctify this new fire, we pray, and grant that, by these paschal celebrations, 

we may be so inflamed with heavenly desires, that with minds and hearts made pure 
we may attain festivities of unending splendor. 

Through Christ our Lord.” 
 
A taper is lighted from the blessed fire, and now the celebrant proceeds with the 
blessing of the paschal Candle.  The celebrant inscribes a number of symbols on the 
Candle to show that it is a sign of the risen Savior.  With a stylus, he begins by tracing 
the Sign of the Cross.  Across the vertical line, he says, “Christ yesterday and today.”  
Along the horizontal line, he says, “The beginning and the end.” Above and below the 
Candle he inscribes the Greek letters, Α (Alpha) and Ω (Omega).  At the Candle’s four 
cross angles, he inscribes the four numerals for the current year, saying, “All time 
belongs to him, and all the ages, to him be glory and power, through every age for ever.  Amen.”   

 
The celebrant then inserts the five grains of incense into the Candle, signifying the 
glorified wounds of the risen Savior, saying, “By his holy and glorious wounds, may Christ 
our Lord guard us and keep us.  Amen.”  He lights the blessed Candle with a taper, saying, 
“May the light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.” 
 
A solemn procession with the paschal Candle now forms --- one of the most 
impressive ceremonies of the entire Vigil service.  In the church’s vestibule the deacon 
(Easter’s herald, vested in white) takes the burning Candle.  The procession begins.  
At three successive points, one hears the solemn chant, “Light of Christ,” to which all 
respond, “Thanks be to God.”  Gradually, all the tapers of the ministers and faithful are 
lighted throughout the church. 
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The Easter Candle is then placed in the adorned paschal candle stand which occupies 
a prominent place in the sanctuary, visible to all.  All stand in reverence before the 
burning Candle, a symbol of the life which will be spent by Christ for our salvation, as 
the deacon chants the glorious Easter Proclamation (Exsultet), the solemn hymn of 
praise, the first joyous acclamation of the risen Lord.  After the singing of the Exsultet, 
the lighted tapers are extinguished, and all are seated. 
 
- Liturgy of the Word 
Now, in the presence of the burning Light which illumines the darkness of our hearts, 
all listen to the selected scripture readings from the Old Testament which speak of 
salvation history.  Prayers accompany each of these readings, at which point all stand.  
After the last reading from the Old Testament, with its corresponding responsory and 
prayer, the solemn Gloria is sounded.  The servers light the candles in the sanctuary, 
and the bells are rung.  There follows a prayer and the Epistle from the Apostle, Paul.  
The solemn Alleluia is intoned and repeated by all. The deacon proclaims the Gospel.  
The glory of light and sound all convey the message of the victory of life over death 
and light over darkness. 
 
- Liturgy of Baptism 
After the homily, the community prepares to receive the catechumens and candidates 
into full communion with the Church.  We invoke the saints to assist those who are 
about to be baptized and to help us as we prepare to renew our own baptismal 
promises.  
 
The celebrant blesses the water to be used in administering the Sacrament of Baptism.  
Those to be baptized (catechumens) come forward, renounce sin, profess the faith, 
and are individually baptized, clothed with the white garment, and presented with 
their baptismal candle.  Then, the Catholic faithful renew their baptismal promises, 
and the celebrant sprinkles the assembly with the holy water.  Next, the candidates 
(those who are conjoined to the Church through baptism, yet not fully incorporated) 
make their profession of faith in the Catholic Church.  The celebrant then anoints the 
newly baptized and the received candidates with the sacred chrism, sealing them with 
the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
 
(Later in the course of the liturgy, these adults will become fully incorporated in the 
Church of Jesus Christ through the reception of his Body and Blood in the Sacrament 
of Holy Eucharist.  Thus, it is through the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and 
Holy Eucharist that a person is brought into full communion with Christ and his 
Church.) 
 
There follows the Universal Prayer in which we pray for the needs of the Church 
universal and particular. 
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-  Liturgy of the Eucharist 
The Liturgy of the Eucharist follows, as usual.  Spiritual elevation to union with God 
through the power of Christ is what his holy night accomplishes, even though in this 
world we experience the very opposite in and around us.  Of course, people will 
continue to sin, even after Easter, and the most perfect of Christians will, by nature, 
remain weak.  Despite all that, we must believe firmly that now, at Easter, God enters 
the world and our souls to consecrate and to sanctify us.  This is the most profound 
message the liturgy of holy Easter has to tell us.  The solemn Eucharistic Sacrifice of 
the Mass concludes with the Easter Alleluia, chanted in three parts. 
 
Saint John’s words, “The light which shines in the darkness,” summarizes well the theme of 
the Christmas Season.  So here, too, Saint John aptly captures Easter’s triumph: “The 
darkness grasped it not.”  In fact, darkness now continues its struggle against the Light as 
against an enemy.  However, to those who receive the Light, Christ gives “the power of 
becoming sons of God.”  At first, darkness engages the Light in a mighty struggle and 
inflicts upon it bloody defeat; but then, as the springtime sun, light rises in brilliance 
and triumph on Easter morning and attains “high noon,” by analogy, at Pentecost, 
fifty days after his resurrection from the dead, with the sending of the Holy Spirit 
upon the Church.  Never again will that Light fade; rather, its destiny is to transform 
us here on earth and thereby to prepare us to see the Light of Glory forever in 
heaven. 
         
         
 
        Composed by 
  REV. MSGR. JAMES D. WATKINS 
 Pastor, Church of St. Ann 
 Archdiocese of Washington 

 
 
 
 

Out of courtesy and respect, kindly turn off all cell phones and other electronic devices. 
      

In your generosity, please make a sacrificial offering at the time of the Collection, 
or go on-line to WWW.FAITHDIRECT.NET and download the free app 

and use our church code: DC811 
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THE  EASTER  VIGIL 
 
 

INTRODUCTORY  RITES 
 

SERVICE  OF  LIGHT Missalette, pg. 81 
 
BLESSING  OF  THE  FIRE  Missalette, pg. 82 
 
PREPARATION  OF  THE  PASCHAL  CANDLE Missalette, pg. 82 
 
PROCESSION 
 
Response 
                     Celebrant:                                                 All: 

 
 
EASTER  PROCLAMATION  (EXSULTET)  Missalette, pg. 83  

 
LITURGY  OF  THE  WORD 

 
FIRST  READING Genesis 1: 1-2:2 
 Missalette, pg. 87 
 
 
RESPONSORIAL  PSALM Psalm 104: 1-2, 5-6, 10, 12-14, 30-35 

 
 

Bless the Lord, O my soul! 
O Lord, my God, you are great indeed! 
You are clothed with majesty and glory, 
robed in light as with a cloak.  R/. 

 
You fixed the earth upon its foundation, 
not to be moved forever; 
with the ocean, as with a garment, you covered it; 
above the mountains the waters stood.  R/. 

 
4 



You send forth springs into the watercourses 
that wind among the mountains. 
Beside them the birds of heaven dwell; 
from among the branches they send forth their song.  R/.                         
  
You water the mountains from your palace; 
the earth is replete with the fruit of your works. 
You raise grass for the cattle, 
and vegetation for man’s use, 
producing bread from the earth.  R/. 
    
How manifold are your works, O Lord! 
In wisdom you have wrought them all − 
the earth is full of your creatures. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul!   R/. 
    

 

 
READING  II Exodus 14: 15-15-1 
 Missalette, pg. 91 
 
 
RESPONSORIAL  PSALM Exodus 15: 1-6, 17-18 
 

 
 
I will sing to the Lord, for he is gloriously triumphant; 
horse and chariot he has cast into the sea. 
My strength and my courage is the Lord, 
and he has been my savior. 
He is my God, I praise him; 
the God of my father, I extol him.  R/. 

 
The Lord is a warrior, 
Lord is his name! 
Pharaoh’s chariots and army he hurled into the sea; 
the elite of his officers were submerged in the Red Sea.  R/. 
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The flood waters covered them, 
they sank into the depths like a stone. 
Your right hand, O Lord, magnificent in power, 
your right hand, O Lord, has shattered the enemy.  R/. 
 
You brought in the people you redeemed 
and planted them on the mountain of your inheritance − 
the place where you made your seat, O Lord, 
the sanctuary, Lord, which your hands established. 
The Lord shall reign forever and ever.  R/. 

    
READING  III Isaiah 55: 1-11 
 Missalette, pg. 95 
 
RESPONSORIAL  PSALM Isaiah 12: 2-3, 4, 5-6 

 

 
 

God indeed is my savior; 
I am confident and unafraid. 
My strength and my courage is the Lord, 
and he has been my savior. 
With joy you will draw water 
at the fountain of salvation.  R/. 

 
Give thanks to the Lord, acclaim his name; 
among the nations make known his deeds, 
proclaim how exalted is his name.  R/. 
 
Sing praise to the Lord for his glorious achievement; 
let this be known throughout all the earth. 
Shout with exultation, O city of Zion, 
for great in your midst 
is the Holy One of Israel!  R/. 
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HYMN  OF  PRAISE  
Gloria from the Mass of the Angels and Saints by Steven R. Janco   
  
 

 
Mass of the Angels and Saints©2010 by GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Avenue, Chicago, IL 60638   

Copyright permission granted and reprinted under OneLicense.net  A714959 

 
 
 
COLLECT 
 

 
EPISTLE Romans 6: 3-11 
  
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 

 
Brothers and sisters: 
Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? We were indeed buried with him through baptism into death, so that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live in newness 
of life. For if we have grown into union with him through a death like his, we shall also 
be united with him in the resurrection. We know that our old self was crucified with 
him, so that our sinful body might be done away with, that we might no longer be in 
slavery to sin. For a dead person has been absolved from sin. If, then, we have died 
with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him. We know that Christ, raised 
from the dead, dies no more; death no longer has power over him. As to his death, he 
died to sin once and for all; as to his life, he lives for God. Consequently, you too must 
think of yourselves as being dead to sin and living for God in Christ Jesus. 
 
The Word of the Lord. R/.   Thanks be to God. 
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SOLEMN  EASTER  ALLELUIA 
 

 
 
All stand. The Celebrant intones the ancient and solemn Easter Alleluia in three ascending pitches, 
and the assembly responds accordingly.  
 
ACCLAMATION  BEFORE  THE  GOSPEL 
From the Mass of the Angels and Saints by Steven R. Janco 

 
 
 
GOSPEL Matthew 28: 1-10 
  
The Lord be with you. R/.   And with your spirit.  
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew   R/.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
  . 
After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary came to see the tomb. And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an 
angel of the Lord descended from heaven, approached, rolled back the stone, and sat 
upon it. His appearance was like lightning and his clothing was white as snow. The 
guards were shaken with fear of him and became like dead men. Then the angel said 
to the women in reply, “Do not be afraid! I know that you are seeking Jesus the 
crucified. He is not here, for he has been raised just as he said. Come and see the 
place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the 
dead, and he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ Behold, I have 
told you.” Then they went away quickly from the tomb, fearful yet overjoyed, and ran 
to announce this to his disciples. And behold, Jesus met them on their way and 
greeted them. They approached, embraced his fee, and did him homage. Then Jesus 
said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they 
will see me.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. R/.   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
HOMILY REVEREND  LUKE  HOYT,  O.P. 
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BAPTISMAL  LITURGY 
 
 
PRESENTATION  OF  THE  ELECT Missalette, pg. 103 
 
INVITATION  TO  PRAYER Missalette, pg. 103 

 
LITANY  OF  THE  SAINTS Missalette, pg. 104 
 
BLESSING  OF  BAPTISMAL  WATER Missalette, pg. 106 
 
RENUNCIATION  OF  SIN  &  PROFESSION  OF  FAITH (ELECT) Missalette, pg. 107 
 
BAPTISM Missalette, pg. 107 
 
CLOTHING  WITH  A  BAPTISMAL  GARMENT Missalette, pg. 108 
 
PRESENTATION  OF  A  LIGHTED  CANDLE Missalette, pg. 108 
 
RENEWAL  OF  BAPTISMAL  PROMISES Missalette, pg. 109 
 
SPRINKLING  OF  HOLY  WATER  Missalette, pg. 110 
 
RECEPTION  INTO  FULL  COMMUNION Missalette, pg. 111 
 
CELEBRATION  OF  CONFIRMATION Missalette, pg. 112 
 
 
UNIVERSAL  PRAYER R/.  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

LITURGY  OF  THE  EUCHARIST 
 

Music during the Preparation of the Gifts and Altar 
 

Worthy is the Lamb That was Slain George Friedrich Handel 
 (1685-1759) 

 
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, and hath redeemed us to God by his Blood, 

to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing. 
Blessing and honor, glory and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, 

and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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PREFACE  ACCLAMATION Mass of the Angels and Saints by Steven R. Janco 
 

 
Mass of the Angels and Saints©2010 by GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Avenue, Chicago, IL 60638   

Copyright permission granted and reprinted under OneLicense.net  A714959 

 
MEMORIAL  ACCLAMATION Mass of the Angels and Saints by Steven R. Janco 

 
Mass of the Angels and Saints©2010 by GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Avenue, Chicago, IL 60638   

Copyright permission granted and reprinted under OneLicense.net  A714959 
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GREAT   AMEN  
Mass of the Angels and Saints by Steven R. Janco 

 
 

Mass of the Angels and Saints©2010 by GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Avenue, Chicago, IL 60638   
Copyright permission granted and reprinted under OneLicense.net  A714959 

 
 

LORD’S  PRAYER 
 
SIGN  OF  PEACE 

 
LITANY  AT  THE  BREAKING  OF  THE  BREAD 
Lamb of God Mass of the Angels and Saints by Steven R. Janco 

 
Guidelines for the Reception of Holy Communion 

 

FOR CATHOLICS 
As Catholics, we fully participate in the celebration of the eucharist when we receive holy communion.  We are encouraged 
to receive communion devoutly and frequently.  In order to be properly disposed to receive communion, participants 
should not be conscious of grave sin and normally should have fasted for one hour.  A person who is conscious of grave 
sin is not to receive the Body and Blood of the Lord without prior sacramental confession except for a grave reason where 
there is no opportunity for confession.  In this case, the person is to be mindful of the obligation to make an act of perfect 
contrition, including the intention of confessing as soon as possible (CODE OF CANON LAW, CANON 916).  A frequent 
reception of the Sacrament of Penance is encouraged for all. 
 

FOR FELLOW CHRISTIANS 
We welcome our fellow Christians to this celebration of the eucharist as our brothers and sisters.  We pray that our 
common baptism and the action of the Holy Spirit in this eucharist will draw us closer to one another and begin to dispel 
the sad divisions that separate us.  We pray that these will lessen and finally disappear, in keeping with Christ’s prayer for 
us “that we may all be one” (JOHN 17:21). 

Because Catholics believe that the celebration of the eucharist is a sign of reality of the oneness of faith, life and worship, 
members of those churches with whom we are not yet fully united are ordinarily not admitted to holy communion.  
Eucharistic sharing in exceptional circumstances by other Christians requires permission according to the directives of the 
diocesan bishop and the provisions of canon law (CANON 844 §4).  Members of the Orthodox Churches, the Assyrian 
Church of the East, and the Polish National Catholic Church are urged to respect the discipline of their own churches.  
According to Roman Catholic discipline, the Code of Canon Law does not object to the reception of communion by 
Christians of these churches (Canon 844 §3). 
 

FOR THOSE NOT RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 
All who are not receiving holy communion are encouraged to express in their hearts a prayerful desire for unity with the 
Lord Jesus and with one another. 
 

FOR NON-CHRISTIANS 
We also welcome to this celebration those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. While we cannot admit them to holy 
communion, we ask them to offer their prayers for the peace and the unity of the human family. 

 
Copyright © 1996, United States Catholic Conference.  All rights reserved. 
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MUSIC  AT  HOLY  COMMUNION  PROCESSION 
This is the Feast of Victory 

 
    Words: Revelations 5; adapted John W. Arthur (1922-1980)  
   Music: Festival Canticle Richard Hillert © 1975, 1988 Irregular with Refrain     

                    
Sacred Heart (Ubi Caritas III) Ola Gjeilo 
  (b. 1978) 
 Where there is charity and love, God is there.  

The love of Christ has gathered us together. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Let us revere and love the living God. 
And from a sincere heart let us love one another. Amen. 

              
 
PRAYER  AFTER  COMMUNION                                                            

 

 
CONCLUDING  RITES 

 

BLESSING  AND  SOLEMN  DISMISSAL 
 
Celebrant: The Mass is ended. Go in peace.  Alleluia, Alleluia! 
All: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
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RECESSIONAL  HYMN 
Jesus Christ Is Risen Today  
  

 
     Words: Latin, 14th cent.; Lyrica Davidica, 1708, alt. St. 4, Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
     Music: Easter Hymn, from Lyrica Davidica, adapt. The Compleat Psalmodist, 1749, alt. 77.77. with Alleluias 
 

POSTLUDE                                             Hallelujah Chorus      
 George Friedrich Handel 
                                                                  (1685-1759) 
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§ 
 

With gratitude to all who contributed to the Easter flower collection 
and with special remembrance at this Mass for the repose of the soul of 

  

FRANCES  HOLMAN 
 

§ 
 
 
 

FESTIVAL  CHORUS  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SAINT  ANN 
 

Cantor/Director of the Children’s Choir 
Grace Gori 

 
 Soprano Tenor 
 Linda Kirk Timothy Augustin 
 Denise Gulley Vito Pietanza 
 Judith Daniel Anthony Ballard 
 Emly Olmstead Justin Wilson 
 Luciana Cecille 
 
 Mezzo-soprano Bass 
 Grace Gori Arulius Gori 
 Patricia Hussey Harvey Forte 
 Patricia Portillo Spencer Adamson 
 Judy Davis Eunseo Kio 
 Elizabeth Flagg  
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With Appreciation 
 

Reverend Luke Hoyt, O.P. & Reverend Athanasius Murphy, O.P. 

Mr. Peter Catama 

Mr. Robert Bright 

Mrs. Lys Schaeffer & the Teachers of the Parish School of Religion 

Mr. Gonzalo Sarmiento 

Miss Natalie Plumb 

Miss Susan Watkins 

Mrs. Steven Patterson 

Mr. David Brake 

Mr. John C. Piunno 

Mr. & Mrs. James Kernan 

The Parish Pastoral Council 

The Parish Finance Council 

The Parish Families Group 

The Parish Youth Group 

The Parish Young Adult Group 

The Mother Butler Guild 

Mr. Drew Gorman & the Knights of Columbus 

The Boy Scouts of America, Troop 100 

The Parish Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 

The Parish Ushers and Greeters 

The Parish Altar Servers 

The Parish Lectors 

The Parish Money Counters 

The Parishioners of St. Ann’s Church 

and all those who helped to decorate the church for Easter 

With special gratitude to  
Richard A. Goodridge 

 

 

15 



 

 

SAINT  ANN’S   CATHOLIC  CHURCH 

4001  YUMA  STREET,  NORTHWEST 

WASHINGTON,  DC  20016 

 

STANNDC.ORG 

 

 

REV.  MSGR.  JAMES  D.  WATKINS 

PASTOR  

 

 

 

CHRIST  IS  RISEN !  

A  BLESSED  AND  HAPPY  EASTER ! 
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